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INTERNATIONAL

1) Japan and Australia signed a defence agreement

The leaders of Japan and Australia signed a “landmark” defence agreement that allows
closer cooperation between their militaries and stands as a rebuke to China’s growing
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met in a virtual summit to sign the Reciprocal
Access Agreement

NATIONAL

1) Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in Space Science and Technology

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has inaugurated Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in
Space Science and Technology (KCCRSST) at Chandigarh University. The Union Minister
also launched Chandigarh University’s Defence Scholarship Scheme, worth Rs 10 Crore, for

the WaI’dS Of Defence Personnel Of the three services.

2) Sudhir Kumar Saxena committee

Ministry of Home Affairs has constituted a committee to enquire into the serious lapses in
the security arrangements during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Punjab. Itis a
three-member committee and will be headed by Sudhir Kumar Saxena, Secretary (Security),
Cabinet Secretariat. It also comprises Balbir Singh, Joint Director, IB and Suresh, 1G, SPG.

3) ‘Veer Baal Diwas’

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has declared that starting from the year 2022,
December 26 will be observed as ‘Veer Baal Diwas’ every year. The day will be
commemorated as a tribute to the courage of the 4 Sahibzades (the four sons of Guru

Gobind Singh Ji), who attained martyrdom in the 17th century.

STATE NEWS

1) Losoong (Namsoong) Festival

Losoong (Namsoong) is annually celebrated across the Indian State of Sikkim on the 18th
day of the 10th month of the Tibetan Lunar Calendar, which also marks the beginning of the
harvest season. The Namsoong festival begins on the 1st day of the new moon phase Kurneet
Lovo, as per the Lepcha lunisolar Calendar known as Dungkit Karchu.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
1) Dr Subhas Mukherjee Award
Dr Satish Adiga has been selected by the Indian Council of Medical Research for its national
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award. He will receive Dr Subhas Mukherjee Award from ICMR in recognition for his
outstanding contribution to the field of in-vitro fertilization (IVF).

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

1) Navrang Saini

The Government of India has extended the tenure of Navrang Saini as interim Chairperson of
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India for three more months till March 05, 2022. The
post of full-time Chairperson has been lying vacant after M.S. Sahoo retired upon completing a
five-year tenure on September 30, 2021.

SPORTS
1) World Rapid Chess Championship 2021
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzbekistan), won the World Rapid Chess Championship 2021 by

defeating lan Nepomniachtchi (Russia) in a tiebreaker and dethroning Magnus Carlsen, the
current World Number 1. 2020 FIDE Championship was won by Magnus Carlsen.

IMPORTANT DAYS

1) World Hindi Day

World Hindi Day is celebrated on January 10 since 2006 to promote the language at the global
stage. The day marks the anniversary of the first World Hindi Conference which was
inaugurated on January 10, 1975, by the then prime minister Indira Gandhi.
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